
Halsgrove Publishing
Halsgrove House,
Ryelands Industrial Estate,
Bagley Road,Wellington,
Somerset TA21 9PZ
Tel: 01823 653777
Fax: 01823 216796
www.halsgrove.com
e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com

HALSGROVETITLE INFORMATION

The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd. (reg. in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at
21 Bampton St.,Tiverton EX16 6AA) and the imprints Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar & PiXZ Books. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark. Copyright© 2008

Format: Hardback, 144 pages, 238x258mm
With 140 colour paintings and sketches

Price: £19.99
ISBN: 978 1 906690 08 3
Imprint: Halstar
Published: April 2009

LETTING OFF STEAM
The Railway Paintings of David Weston
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David Weston has been painting the railway scene
over the past forty years and this book reflects the
great variety of subject matter that the artist has
produced during that time.

Born in 1935 he well remembers the days of the
‘Big Four’ companies prior to the birth of British
Railways in 1948. However, the end of the steam
era during the 1960s is what inspired him to paint,
not only the glory days of the steam years, but also
the run-down and eventual demolition of
locomotives in the scrapyards of those years.

His series of twenty-four large canvases commissioned
by Sir William McAlpine on the History of the British
Steam Locomotive enjoyed a three year tour of UK
galleries and museums, including the Laing Gallery in
Newcastle uponTyne and the Royal Scottish Museum
in Edinburgh. The exhibition was spotted by His
Royal Highness Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, who
invited David and his patron to Buckingham Palace
for an informal chat about the work and the subject
of industry and the arts.

As the title suggests Letting Off Steam also provides
the artist with an opportunity to reflect on his life and
times, often with gentle humor, and on the decline of
our railways, and the demise of the country’s pride in
her industrial heritage.

Letting Off Steam is a celebration of David’s
atmospheric paintings of the era and of the locomo-
tives that have inspired his work. Treasured by all who
share the artist’s passion for railways, the book will be
enjoyed also for its insight into the life and work of this
remarkable artist.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
David Weston’s professional career began
after a singularly successful exhibition at
the BritishTransport Museum in 1969
when patrons and fellow artists alike
applauded his work. From that point on
he prospered as a painter, producing an
extremely varied range of paintings in
both oil and watercolour. His paintings
have enjoyed successful showings in both
private and public galleries and are
represented in such collections asThe
Royal Scottish Museum in Edinburgh,
Glasgow City Art Galleries,The National
Railway Museum, British Rail, and the
National Motor Museum, together with
several other national and provincial public
collections.The artist’s reputation has been
further enhanced by the publication of
seven books of his paintings, including
David Weston’s England, and David Weston:
An Artist at Home and Abroad, also
published by Halsgrove, and a documen-
tary by Central TV.

Great Books from
your Local Bookseller

Great Books from
your Local Bookseller



LE
T

T
IN

G
O

FF
ST

EA
M

–
T

H
E

R
A

IL
W

AY
PA

IN
T

IN
G

S
O

F
D

A
V

ID
W

ES
TO

N

Requiem for Steam, oil painting, size 12”x 16”

Above:
Oil Cans in the Shed,
watercolour size 7.25”x 6.75”

Above right:
Britannia at Crewe,
oil painting, size 30”x 40”

Below:
Example of a double-page spread.

A Portrait of Power, oil painting, size 30”x 40”


